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old Superintendent of Finance and the Board
which succeeded him had the power now proposed
for the Secretary of the Treasury. Livermore of
New Hampshire, who had been a member of the
Continental Congress, admitted this fact, but held
that such power was not dangerous at that time
since Congress then possessed both legislative
and executive authority. They could abolish his
plans and his office together, if they thought pro-
per; "but we are restrained by a Senate and
by the negative of the President/' Gerry de-
clared his assent to the views expressed by Page.
"'If the doctrine of having prime and great
ministers of state was once well established, he
did not doubt but that we should soon see them
distinguished by a green or red ribbon, or other
ijisignia of court favor and patronage/5
The strongest argument in favor of retaining the
clause referred to was made by Fisher Ames,
who had begun to display the powers of clear state-
ment and of convincing argument that soon estab-
lished his supremacy in debate. He brought the
debate at once to its proper bearings by pointing
out that there were really only two matters to be
considered: whether the proposed arrangement
was useful, and whether it could be safely guarded